vi                             Preface.

faintly marked, but seldom brokeK, which enable us
to test the traditional stones and with more or less
clearness to ascertain the real course of events. In
short, my effort has been to show rather how far the
history may be regarded as trustworthy than how
much of it must be put aside as uncertain or ficti-
tious. That it contains some traditions which are
not to be trusted and others which are actually false,
is beyond question ; and in such instances I have
placed before the reader the evidence which will
enable him to form his own judgement in the matter.
But it is more satisfactory to note that with little
doubt the real course of the events which preceded
and followed the battle of Marathon or the march
of Leonidas to Thermopylai may be determined by
evidence supplied in the narrative of Herodotos him-
self; and that the history thus recovered throws n
singularly full and clear light on the motives of all
the contending parties, and on the origin and nature
of the struggle which was decided chiefly by Athenian
energy and heroism.

The history of this struggle forms a portion of
that ground which I have had to traverse in the first
volume of my * History of Greece/ But although
the materials have been necessarily re-arranged and
much of the history is presented from a different
point of view, I have given, much as I gave them in
my larger volume, the descriptions of the most striking
scenes or the most important actors in the great strife
which earned Athens to imperial dominion. I felt
that I could scarcely hope to make these descriptions
more clear or forcible by giving them in different